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NL NDP Leader Writes Premier Calling to Increase MUN Funding 

Troubled by Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labrador’s (MUN) 
announcement of a hiring freeze and other budgeting measures, NL NDP Leader Jim 
Dinn (St. John’s Centre) wrote Premier Andrew Furey urging government to increase 
funding to the university.  
 
Dinn says that MUN was a main promise of Confederation so that the people of our 
province would have accessible education and benefit from the opportunity. Now, during 
the 75th Anniversary, it is clear government’s neglect in investing in the University is 
impacting the future of our province. 

“Your government’s decision to lift the tuition freeze from Memorial University, has 
created incredible hardship for students and is impacting the University operations. To 
watch the centrepiece, indeed the anchor, of our education system and our culture 
crumble into disarray during the 75th Anniversary of Confederation is alarming. 

“I ask that your government restore funding to Memorial University so it can maintain 
the tuition freeze, increase class sizes and course offerings, deal with the $481 million 
in deferred maintenance and give paid work terms for students,” Dinn wrote.  

The NL NDP has been steadfast in their support for investing in post-secondary 
students and their education, highlighting the need for paid work terms for all fields, and 
a promise to reintroduce the tuition freeze.  

“Memorial University graduates are our doctors, our teachers, our nurses, our future. It 
is an incubator for innovation and an economic driver for our province. Memorial 
University was once a crowning achievement of our province. Please do not squander 
its potential.” 
 
A copy of the full letter follows. 
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For further information, contact Stephanie Curran, Media and Communications Officer, NDP Caucus at 
330-0328 (o), or stephaniecurran@gov.nl.ca   
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Dear Premier, 

 

The NDP is deeply troubled by the news of the hiring freeze and other budgeting 

measures being implemented at Memorial University. 

 

Memorial University was one of the main promises of Confederation so that the people of 

our province would have accessible education and benefit from the opportunity.  

 

Your government’s decision to lift the tuition freeze from Memorial University, has 

created incredible hardship for students and is impacting the University operations. To 

watch the centrepiece, indeed the anchor, of our education system and our culture 

crumble into disarray during the 75th Anniversary of Confederation is alarming. 

 

Memorial University graduates are our doctors, our teachers, our nurses, our future. It is 

an incubator for innovation and an economic driver for our province. Government can no 

longer withhold funding to this valuable resource.  

  

I ask that your government restore funding to Memorial University so it can maintain the 

tuition freeze, increase class sizes and course offerings, deal with the $481 million in 

deferred maintenance and give paid work terms for students.  

 

Memorial University was once a crowning achievement of our province. Please do not 

squander its potential. We look forward to your positive response. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jim Dinn, M.H.A. 

St. John's Centre 

NDP Leader 

 

/cc        

Neil Bose, President 

Board of Regents  

MUNFA 

            MUNSU 


